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MYANMAR CROSS - BORDER TRADE
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Abstract
Myanmar is an agricultural country and it mainly contributes to GDP. Agriculture is the major source of food and raw 
material for Agri - based industries. Various, crops such as rice, pulses and beans, maize and other cereals, sesame, 
rubber, co�ee, tea, sugarcane, jute, wheat, cotton, pepper, oil palm, various kinds of herbs, fruits and vegetables, etc. 
are cultivated in Myanmar. Myanmar’s trade was about half with ASEAN countries, Japan, Singapore, and China are 
major partners. �e country’s exports are mostly agricultural products. Foreign trade is under State control. �is 
paper aims to review Myanmar cross border trade and to identify the bottleneck of trade promotion. It expects to 
explore the opportunity and overcomes the barrier to trade promotion and harmonization. Myanmar’s international 
trade can be classi�ed into normal trade (oversea) and border trade. �e value of trade volume, export and import 
are calculated by using the o�cial data of the Ministry of Commerce, Republic of the Union of Myanmar. �e trade 
balance highly de�cit in Myanmar. �e volume of import was twice larger than export. �e total volume of trade 
in 2015 and 2016 has been normally the same amount which in 2017 increased distinctively. In 2018, the total 
trade volume has signi�cantly fallen down. Export and import value are grossly underestimated due to the trade 
value of goods smuggled to �ailand, China, Bangladesh, Malaysia, and India. Myanmar has o�cial and uno�cial 
border trade points. Myanmar’s border trade was mainly dominated by China. Myanmar exported rice, �sh, timber, 
beans, sesame, clothing, aquatic products, rubber, minerals and other goods to China. Myanmar imported machines, 
machine parts, electrical devices, electronic gadgets, chemicals, fertilizers, medicine, dairy products and other items 
from China. Myanmar trade balance is highly de�cit due to low productivity in agriculture as well as low quality 
products. Myanmar agricultural products are exporting to other countries without processing, but raw materials 
which greatly reduces the volume of export. �e import products from its neighboring countries are value-added 
products with high price. Myanmar can adjust its trade balance by improvement of production technology and 
the development of value-added products. Myanmar’s export agricultural products need to meet standard quality 
of its market. Myanmar and its bordering countries need to open all of their trade points o�cially so that they 
can eliminate illegal border trades. To avoid trade corruption due to imbalance demand and supply, facts and 
information exchange on consumers’ preference, market demand, potential of supply, and unexpected challenges is 
crucially important. 
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INTRODUCTION
Myanmar is traditionally an agricultural country. 
Agriculture sector, mainly contributes to GDP, and 
shares about 40% of export earnings. It also provides 
employment to more than 60 percent of the workforce 
in Myanmar. Agriculture is the major source of food 
and raw material for Agri - based industries. (Ministry 
of Agriculture, Livestock and Irrigation, 2017) 
Myanmar has vast potential of land and water resources 
with di�erent weather and various soil conditions. 
�e total land area of Myanmar is 67.66 million
hectares. Agricultural (crop) net sown area is about 
12.1 million hectares (17.7%), cultivated waste land 
5.25 million hectares (7.8%), fallow land 0.45 million
hectares (0.7%), reserved forest 18.55 million 
hectares (27.4%), other forest 14.74 million hectares 
(21.8%), and others 16.66 million hectares (24.6%) 
of the total land area. (Hla Myint Aung, November, 
2017) Various types of cash crops and industrial 
crops are cultivated in Myanmar, such as rice, pulses 

and beans, maize and other cereals, sesame, rubber, 
co�ee, tea, sugarcane, jute, wheat, cotton, pepper, 
oil palm, various kinds of herbs, varieties of fruits 
and vegetables, etc. Historically, most of Myanmar’s 
exports - import trade was with Asian countries. 
�ere has been a decline in trade with Europe and the 
United States since the 1988 military crackdown on 
the democracy movement. In 1999, more than 80%  
of the country’s export - import trade was with Asian 
nations, including about half with ASEAN countries. 
Japan, Singapore, Malaysia, and China are its major 
trading partners. (FAO, 2010) �e country’s exports 
are mostly agricultural products. �ey include pulses 
and beans, teak, prawns, rubber, rice and other 
agricultural products. Generally, foreign trade is under 
State control. Although the trade policies are aimed 
to liberalize the market, they remain unpredictable 
and dependent on the country’s political climate 
(Koji KUBO, 2016). 
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OBJECTS AND METHODS

Objects
�is study was conducted by reviewing literatures of 
the information and publications of of Ministry of 
Commerce, the Republic of the Union of Myanmar, 
the Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Irrigation, 
the FAO, the Institution of Developing Economics of 
Jetro, Japan, and other available information on the 
web portals. 
�is paper aims to review the past and current status 
of Myanmar cross border trade and to identify the 
bottleneck of trade promotion between Myanmar 
and its neighboring countries. In order to develop 
national and regional economies. Agricultural 
production is the primary economic development 
sector in Mekong regions. It ultimately expects to 
explore the opportunity and overcomes the barrier to 
trade promotion and harmonization of Myanmar and 
its neighboring countries.

Methods
In this study, the data and information on import and 

export of Myanmar, cross border trade to neighboring 
countries between the four years from 2015 to 2018 
were analyzed by the simple comparison method and 
presented by �gures. 

Time and place of the study
�e study was conducted at the Department of 
Agricultural Research, Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar during 
December, 2018 and January, 2019.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Myanmar Cross - Border Trade Analysis
Myanmar’s international trade can be classi�ed 
into two, normal trade (over sea) and border trade. 
Normal trade volume was generally larger than the 
border trade. Myanmar’ �scal year is starting from 1st 
April to the end of March of every year. In this study, 
the value of trade volume, export and import are 
calculated by using the o�cial data of the Ministry 
of Commerce, Republic of the Union of Myanmar. 
(Ministry of Commerce - Trade Data) �e trade 
balance highly de�cit in Myanmar. �e volume of 
import was twice larger than export (Figure 1). 

Figure 1. Export / import of normal (over sea) and border trade 
volume situation comparison of four years of Myanmar

�e total volume of trade (Million US$) in 2015 and 
2016 has been normally the same amount where in 
2017 increased distinctly. In 2018, the amount of 

export, import and total trade volume has signi�cantly 
fallen down (Figure 2) (Ministry of Commerce - 
Trade Data).

Figure 2. Trade situation comparison of four years of Myanmar
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According to the o�cial �gures of 2017 and 2018, 
export value is 14.48 billion US$. �e main goods 
are natural gas, wood products, pulses, beans, �sh, 
rice, clothing, jade and gems. Main export partners 
are China 42.13%, �ailand 18.35%, India 7.87%, 
Japan 6.54%, and Singapore 3.94%. Import value is 
18.68 billion US$. �e import goods are fabric, 
petroleum products, plastics, fertilizer, machinery, 
transport equipment, cement, construction materials, 
crude oil, food products, and edible oil. Main import 
partners are China 33.4%, Singapore 14.49%, �ailand 
12.12%, Japan 7.25%, and India 5.8%. Export and 
import value are grossly underestimated due to the 
export value of timber, gems, narcotics, rice, and 
other products smuggled to �ailand, China, and 
Bangladesh, where the import value of consumer 
goods, diesel fuel, and other products smuggled from 
�ailand, China, Malaysia, and India (Koji KUBO, 
2016). Myanmar has o�cial and uno�cial border 
trade points with the neighboring China, �ailand, 
India and Bangladesh. O�cial border trade points 
and opening dates between Myanmar - China are; 

Muse (105) mile (12 January, 1998), Lweje (23 August, 
1998), Chinshwehaw (19 October, 2003), Laiza 
(25 December, 2003), between Myanmar - �ailand are 
Techilelk (16 March, 1996), Myawaddy (16 September, 
1998), Kawthoung (1 June, 1996), Myeik (1 July, 
1999), between Myanmar - India are Tamu (12 April, 
1996), Rhi (10 December, 2003), and between 
Myanmar - Bangladesh are Sittwe (10 December, 
1998), Maungdaw (5 September, 1995). Uno�cial 
border trade points between Myanmar - China is 
Pansan - Menglar, between Myanmar - �ailand 
are Dawei, Neteinhtaung, Mawtaung, Payathonsu 
(�ree Pagodas), and between Myanmar - India is 
Paletwa (Shalatwa) - Pansung (Xinhua News, 2017). 
Myanmar’s border trade is mainly dominated by 
China border trade, which contributed 79% of the 
total border trade volume (Ministry of Commerce - 
Trade and Investment). �ailand border trade stands 
for second position and shares, more than 20% of the 
total. India border trade shares more than 0.01% and 
Bangladesh border trade is less than 0.01% (Figure 3).  

Figure 3. Myanmar Cross - Border Trade comparison between 
Myanmar and China, �ailand, Bangladesh and India

Myanmar cross - border trade export volume is 
almost going to China i.e. nearly 90 %, and followed 
by �ailand with more than 10 %. Myanmar’s export 
to India is only 1 % and to Bangladesh is very small to 
compare with other countries (Figure 4).
Myanmar cross - border trade (import) volume is 
mainly from China, which stands for 64 % of total 
import and �ailand stands for 35 % in general. 
Import from India is more than 0.01 % and from 
Bangladesh less than 0.01 % (Figure 5).

Myanmar - China Cross - Border Trade
Myanmar exported rice, �sh, timber, beans, sesame, 
clothing, aquatic products, rubber, minerals and 

other goods to China. Myanmar imported machines, 
machine parts, electrical devices, electronic gadgets, 
chemicals, fertilizers, medicine, dairy products and 
other items from China.
Border trade between Myanmar and China increased 
by over 30 million U.S. dollars in the last �scal year 
2016 - 2017 which ended in March, 2017. �e bilateral 
border trade reached 5.967 billion dollars in the 
2016 - 2017 �scal year, while that of the previous �scal 
year 2015 - 2016 amounted to 5.936 billion dollars. 
Myanmar - China trade volume reached $2,181.18 
million, with an export volume of $1.496.54 million 
and import volume of $684.64 million during the 
previous year, 2017 - 2018 (Koji KUBO, 2016).
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Figure 4. Myanmar Cross - Border Trade (Export) comparison between 
Myanmar and China, �ailand, Bangladesh and India

Figure 5. Myanmar Cross - Border Trade (Import) comparison between 
Myanmar and China, �ailand, Bangladesh and India

Border trade between Myanmar and China from 
1 April to 17 August, during the six month interim 
period prior to the next 2018 - 2019 �nancial year has 
reached over US$ 2.5 billion (Koji KUBO, 2016). �e 

trade volume reached $2,538.39 million, consisting 
of $1,852.84 million in exports and $685.548 
million in imports, according to �gures released 
by the Commerce Ministry. According to the Sixth 
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Myanmar - China Joint Border Trade Coordinating 
and Cooperating Committee Meeting held at Muse, 
Northern Shan State of Myanmar on 29th April 2011, 
both sides agreed concern with the bilateral trade 
promotion. (1) Regarding the Myanmar’s proposal for 
acquiring of the duty free, quota free market access 
on its agricultural produce in China market, either 
in the manner of elimination of quota or raising of 
quota on export of corn and rubber which have been 
cultivated as opium substitution crops in Kachin and 
Shan states of Myanmar, the Commerce Department 
of Yunnan Province informed the Myanmar side 
the normal quota free market access provisions 
for agricultural produce under China - ASEAN 
FTA Agreement, and suggested the Myanmar side 
formally apply to the General Administration of 
Quality Supervision, Inspection and Quarantine of 
China for related risk assessments for the purpose 
of further expansion of the export of the produce. 
(2) Regarding the proposal of Myanmar side for 
reducing the local tax di�erences imposed by Yunnan 
Province as compared with other Provinces (Regions) 
in China, the Department of Commerce of Yunnan 
Province has agreed to review the matter and �nd 
out the di�erences, and promised that the local tax 
structures imposed by other Provinces and Regions 
could also be achieved by Yunnan Province. (3) Both 
sides recognized the importance of good quality and 
fair prices of commodities in ensuring a sustainable 
market, and were willing to provide assistance to 
enterprises from both sides through trade promotion 
platforms to ensure smoother and more convenient 
trade. (4) Both sides acknowledged that illegal trade 
hinders the development of normal trade and agreed 
that the relevant corresponding departments of 
both countries should cooperate in preventing the 
smuggling trade. (5) �e Chinese side proposed to 
increase the number of border trade posts appointed 
by the Myanmar Government, which could e�ectively 
subdue illegal trade, and agreed to cooperate with the 
Myanmar side in guiding the Chinese enterprises 
to conduct trade in border trade posts appointed 
by the Myanmar Government. (6) �e Chinese side 
welcomed the Myanmar’s proposal for market access 
of Myanmar �owers in the Kunming �ower market, 
agreed to provide necessary assistance, and reiterated 
that due attention on quality control must be adhered. 
�e Chinese side suggested that if Myanmar business 
entrepreneurs are interested in market studies (the 
Myanmar business delegation should be headed by 

the Director General of the Department of Border 
Trade), the Chinese side would actively cooperate to 
organize local importers to meet them. (7) Regarding 
the upgrading of border trade posts, it is noted that 
the construction and upgrading of road which is from 
the Wangding - Metmine entry/exit gate to Muse 105 
mile had successfully completed and that Wangding 
- Metmine entry/exit gate is going to be upgraded 
into National Level Gate by the Chinese side. �e 
Myanmar side responded that Muse (105) mile Trade 
Zone has already existed in that area and trading can 
be carried out between Wangding - Metmine entry/
exit gate and Muse (105) mile Trade Zone (Ministry 
of Commerce - Myanmar - China Joint Meeting). 

Discussion
Myanmar trade balance is highly de�cit due to low 
productivity in agriculture as well as low quality 
products. Myanmar agricultural products are 
exporting to other countries without processing into 
value-added products, but nearly all raw materials 
which greatly reduces the volume of export. �e 
import product from its neighboring countries is 
value-added products with high price. Myanmar 
can adjust its trade balance by improvement of 
agricultural production technology and development 
of post harvest processing technology or value-
added product production technology. Myanmar’s 
export agricultural products such as rice, maize and 
watermelon needs to meet standard quality of the 
Chinese market where pulses and beans need to meet 
Indian standards. Crop quality and product quality 
standardization of Myanmar is the urgent need 
to ensure its market. Myanmar and its bordering 
countries need to open o�cially all of their trade 
points so that they can eliminate uno�cial or illegal 
border trades and transform them all to legal trade.

CONCLUSIONS
�e Myanmar government has planned to open more 
border trade points under the second short - term �ve 
- year National Comprehensive Development Plan, 
which spans from 2016 - 2017 to 2020 - 2021. Many 
trade points have been opened o�cially, but some 
are still under uno�cial. In order to promote trade 
between Myanmar and its bordering countries, it is 
important to open and ensure all the trade points to 
be open o�cially and legally. �e quantity and quality 
of trade commodities should be harmonized in both 
bordering countries. To avoid trade, corruption due to 
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imbalance demand and supply, facts and information 
exchange between bordering countries on consumers’ 
preference, market demand, potential of supply, and 
unexpected challenges is crucially important. 
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THE DECOUPLING EFFECT BETWEEN CHINA’S LIVESTOCK 
INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENT AND CARBON EMISSIONS

Xiao Zhou1,2, Dan Zhang1, Zhenyu Yan1,2* 

Abstract
Based on China’s six livestock husbandry regions - the North, Northeast, Southeast, Central, Southwest, and Northwest 
- this study analyzes the relationship between industry development and carbon emissions in China, and puts forward 
targeted suggestions for its green development. �e gross economic product of livestock husbandry is taken as an 
economic indicator, and enteric fermentation and feces of livestock from 2001 - 2015 are used as measures of carbon 
emissions. �e Tapio method is used to analyze the decoupling relationship between economic performance and 
carbon emissions in the six regions. �e results show that total carbon emissions increased from 97, 192, 700 tons to 
138, 152, 900 tons from 2001 - 2015. Non-dairy cows accounted for the highest share of carbon emissions, followed 
by pigs, sheep, cows, poultry, and rabbits. �e ranking of the top three carbon emission regions changed from North 
- Southwest - Northeast to Southwest - North - Northeast. �e decoupling type between economic performance and 
carbon emissions from 2002 - 2015 is mainly weak decoupling, accompanied by alternating negative and positive 
decoupling, trending towards strong decoupling. �e regional decoupling type is generally dominated by weak 
decoupling, accompanied by �uctuations between expansive negative decoupling and strong negative decoupling. 
Carbon emissions from livestock were characterized by three stages over the past 15 years: rising, declining, then 
slowly rising. Changes in the decoupling e�ect depended on absolute changes in economic performance, in�uenced 
by carbon emissions, and the di�erent decoupling types resulted from relative changes between the two.
Keywords: Carbon emissions, livestock industry China region, decoupling e�ect


